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In Sure and Certain Hope 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


N SURE and certain hope 
We stand beside this grave, 

And even now, O Son of God, 

We know Thee strong to save. 
Our dead are in Thy hands 

Who died that men might live, 
Who rose triumphant over death 

An endless life to give. 


In sure and certain hope 
We leave them in Thy care, 
And wait the day when we, with them, 
Shall Thy pure glory share. 
Beyond our lonely tears 
We see Thy shining throne: 
A rainbow fills our trembling gaze— 
Thy covenant with Thine own! 
In sure and certain hope, 
Good Shepherd of our dead, 
We lift our grieving hearts to Thine, 
Our glorious, risen Head. 
- Where, Death, is now thy sting? 
© Where, Grave, thy victory? 
In sure and certain hope, O Christ, 
We yield our dead to Thee. 


w 

“Visiting the Sick 
When a healthy Christian visits a 
“sick person there are benefits for both. 
“Though ministers regularly do it, the 
+practice of visiting the sick as a Chris- 
tian ministry is evidently not so com- 
ymon as in the days of Wesley and 


Whitefield and early Methodism. Re- 
ferring to the “Holy Club” at Oxford, 
Albert D. Belden, one of the biographers 
of Whitefield, wrote: “Sacrament every 
Sunday, fasting every Wednesday and 
Friday, sick persons and prisoners vis- 
ited ahd poor people read to, and one 
hour every day given to acts of 
charity.”1 The custom is pleasing to 
God, as shown by the King’s word to 
the sheep on His right hand, “I was sick, 
and ye visited me” (Matt. 25:36). We 
ought to do it, and we need to pray 
for guidance as to the right time and 
for sympathy, wisdom, patience, and 
the words to say. It is a seriéus, spir- 
itual exercise to sit by the bedside of 
one who has been in an accident, or 
who is an invalid with only a few 
months or weeks to live, and try to 
bring some solid comfort. There is only 
one ultimate source of such comfort— 
the Lord Himself and His Word. Stanzas 
from some of the fine old hymns can 
also be quoted or read and will often 
bring balm to troubled hearts. One 
must lean on the Lord for special 
strength and quietness of mind as he 
steps into the sick room and sees the 
disfigured face and emaciated form of 
a loved one or old friend. The visitor 
cannot bring much help to the invalid 
unless he himself is right with God and 
listening momentarily for the Spirit's 
voice in his heart. As he sees his friend 
in “the suburbs of Heaven” (where one 
of John Wesley’s ministers told him an 


old friend was), it will sober him and 
remind him that before long he may be 
in the same state. As he talks and 
prays with the invalid, he will find that 
he must be sincere and make all his 
words count. He ought not to talk 
much about himself or his own affairs, 
unless he refers briefly to some personal 
experience which will show that he can 
sympathize with the sick person. He 
ought not to try to give the invalid a 
short. course in doctrine, but, if he is 
not a Christian, explain the Gospel 
clearly and simply; and jf he is a Chris- 
tian, bring out of the Word just a few 
promises that will give real comfort and 
support. The visitor ought to try as 
far as possible to imagine the thoughts 
and feelings of the person he is visiting 
and tactfully and kindly speak words 
that are suited to his infirmities. And 
when the visitor leaves the home or the 
hospital, the remembrance of his friend’s 
condition will put new life into his 
prayers for him; it will make him 
doubly thankful for health and strength; 
and it will be a vivid reminder of our 
human frailty. “So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom” (Psa. 90:12). (A French 
calendar for December 31 gives this for 
the last phrase of Psalm 90:12, afin que 
notre cOeur s’Ouvre aux lecons de la 
sagesse, “that our heart may open to the 
lessons of wisdom.”) 





1 “George Whitefield—the Awakener” (Cokes- 
bury Press, Nashville, 1930, out of print). 


“The Greatest of These” 


An exposition of 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 by the Rev. Douglas M. White 


for me just recently,” wrote Mr. 
White, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Bassett, Va., a few months 
ago; “and has also revealed to me that 


60 T tor Lord has been doing things 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The hope set before us: which 
hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and stedfast, and 
which entereth into that within 
the veil” (Heb. 6:18, 19). 




















my church is backslidden at heart. We 
still maintain the same standards, go 
through the same routine, approve the 
Word of God, but nevertheless we are 
backslidden. I am praying that the Lord 
will do great things for us in the im- 
mediate future, and I somehow believe 
that He will. 

“Because of the burden upon my heart 
I felt that God would speak to us 
through His Word in a very real way, 
in connection with First Corinthians - 
thirteen. We were conscious of the 
presence and the voice of Almighty God 
last Sunday morning. I trust that it 
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shall be that way again tomorrow morn- 
gee 

» “Some of the members felt that the 
transliteration which I suggested to 
them would be helpful if they had it 
on paper, so a sheet has been prepared 
for that purpose. I thought that per- 
haps it might be interesting and help- 
ful, at least suggestive, to the Trwes 
readers. I did very little preaching, 
actually not more than about ten min- 
utes I suppose. The rest was taken up 
with just what/-God had to say about 
this matter of Christian-love. There is 
nothing original about it, of course, but 
it had a terrific impact upon the con- 
gregation. No one had any tendency to 
judge anybody else but himself. . 

“I do thank God for a new conception 
of what this means, and how vital it is 
to right relationships with God and men, 
and the operation of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives and chureh.” 

Mr. White’s study of the “Love Chap- 
ter” is given herewith. 

Doubtless it would do us good to read 
1 Corinthians 13 over and over again, 
and perhaps this extended translitera- 
tion of verses four through eight will 
help .us to grasp something of the depth 
and scope of this all important matter 
of real Christian love. 

The superlative value of love is set 
forth in the first three verses, and the 
eterna] character of love is found in 
verses eight through thirteen. Then in 
verses four through eight we have the 
essential virtues of love. 

The word “love” is substituted for 
“charity,” because the latter conveys a 
very weak and different meaning alto- 
gether from the Greek word. The original 
is a pungent and powerful word, which 
carries great intensity of meaning; the 
word that speaks of that love which 
took our Saviour to Calvary. The capi- 
talized words in quotations are a direct 
quotation from the King James Version. 
The other words are explanatory, and 
are the result of a careful consultation 
of six other translations of the New Tes- 
tament. The depth and force of mean- 
ing in this passage is such that words 
and phrases seem to be almost inca- 
pable of expressing the truth contained 
therein. We trust that this will be 
helpful. 

Love “SUFFERETH LONG, AND IS KIND. 
Love is continually patient and tolerant. 
Love is constantly gracious and merci- 
ful. Love is always considerate and 
thoughtful of others, without discrimi- 
nation. 

Love “ENVIETH NOT.” 
with jealousy (exact translation). 


” 


Love never boils 
Love 


- is never envious over the success, the 
advancement, or the blessing of others. 
Love never seeks to deprive or belittle 
others. 
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Love “VAUNTETH NOT ITSELF, IS NOT 
PUFFED UP.” Love is not arrogant or 
rude, boastful or conceited. Love does 
not cherish inflated ideas of its own 
importance—it is not puffed with pride 
or swelled with vanity. (The more we 
love others the less we love ourselves.) 


“DOTH NOT BEHAVE ITSELF UN- 
Love is never offensive, rude, 
Love 


Love 
SEEMLY.” 
or unbecoming in its behavior. 
is always well mannered, 


Love “SEEKETH NO&f HER OWN.” Love 
never insists on having its own way, is 
not constantly pursuing self-advantage. 
Love deplores the exaltatian of self. 
Love delights to forfeit its rights. 


Love “IS NOT EASILY PROVOKED.” (The 
word “easily” is not in the original.) 
Love is not touchy, it never gets pro- 
voked. Love knows no bitterness, and 
does not blaze out in passionate anger. 
Love is not irritable or resentful. 


Love “THINKETH NO EVIL.” Love does 
not keep a record of injuries sustained, 
or brood over wrongs committed. Love 
harbors no vindictive thoughts, bears 
no malice, holds no grudges. 


Love “REJOICETH NOT IN INIQUITY, BUT 
REJOICETH IN THE TRUTH.” Love does not 
secretly gloat over the failures or mis- 
fortunes of others. Love finds no pleas- 
ure in the injustice that comes to others, 
but is glad and joyful when the truth 
prevails, and brings victory to others. 


Love “BEARETH ALL THINGS.” Love 
knows how to keep silent, and leave 
that which is unsightly covered up. 
Love upholds and sustains under all 
circumstances. Love throws a mantle 
over faults and shortcomings. 


Love “BELIEVETH ALL THINGS.” Love 
exercises an unquenchable faith in all 
situations, and is full of trust under all 
conditions. Love delights to attribute 
good motives. Love is never suspicious. 


Love “HOPETH ALL THINGS.” Love looks 
for the very best in all things and in 
all persons, and refuses to take knowl- 
edge of that which is wrong or unchari- 
table. 


Love “ENDURETH ALL THINGS.” Love 
never gives up, but always bears up. 
Love gives us power to endure anything, 
patiently and without limitation. 


Love “NEVER FAILETH.” Love is unfail- 
ing, unfading, and unending. Love 
stands when all else falls. Love is 
eternal. 

“Love is the theme, Love is supreme; 

Sweeter it grows, Glory bestows; 

Bright as the sun, Ever it glows! 

Love is the theme, Eternal theme.” 

Faith and hope, though essential to 
Christian experience and growth, are 
temporary. Love is eternal, because 
“God is love.” 

Therefore, the apostle exhorts God’s 
people to “FOLLOW AFTER LOVE.” 
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Surely this is the antidote for all church 
and personal deficiencies. 

Read the passage again, and where 
“love” is used insert the word “Christ.” 
Then read it again, and insert your own 
name. You be the judge. You will find 
that this constitutes a beautiful and per- 
fect word-picture of our Saviour, When 
you insert your name, what do you find? 


w 
Notes on Open Letters 


Bohol Has a Witness 


On page 10 of the November 9, 1957, 
issue of the Trmgs, a short article was 
written about the Island of Bohol in 
the Philippines. It gripped my heart. 
Since our son-in-law is now in charge 
of the Philippine Bible House, and has 
spent around seven years on the Island 
of Mindanao as a pioneer missionary 
of our church, . . . I sent him the 
little article to see if in some way 
the thousands’ of natives might be 
reached through .some missionary. 
Enclosed is his letter. It will answer 
for itself—A California reader, 


The item in the Trmves was based on 
New -Life, an Australian paper. The 
son-in-law, W. W. Groesbeck, Manila, 
writes: 


“The letter or article you read was a 
little misleading. Some of the best 
Christians in the Philippines are from 
there [Bohol]. A missionary of another 


generation did a good job of showing 


them the way of salvation. A daughter 
of this man (she is just past middle age) 
has been there until recently. The fam- 
ily name is Graham. I believe they 
were Presbyterian, but I am not sure. 

“This island is one of the best exam- 
ples of the indigenous church we have 
out here. There are thousands of Chris- 
tians and I think I am safe in saying 
hundreds of churches. Of course, there 
are sure to be places where -there are 
no churches, but it is not right to let 
people think there is nothing going on 
for the Lord. 

“We have several members in our 
Butuan City (Mindanao) church and 
also. some in our other churches that 
came from Bohol. They were born 
again before they came to us. Your 
prayers will not be in vain, for real 
Christians are still the minority here, 
as even in the States.” 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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Ill. Training Children To Pray and Go to Church 


(Mothers and fathers should do both 


with them 


Bible reverently. Train them to 

look on it, not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the Word of God, 
written by the Holy Ghost Himself— 
all true, all profitable, and able to make 
us wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. 

See that they read it regularly. Train 
them to regard it as their soul’s daily 
food—as a thing essential to their soul’s 
daily health. I know well you cannot 
make this anything more than a form, 
but there is no telling the amount of 
sin which a mere form may indirectly 
restrain, 

See that they read it all. You need 
not shrink from bringing any doctrine 
before them. You need not fancy that 
the leading doctrines of Christianity are 
things which children cannot under- 
stand. Children understand far more 
of the Bible than we are apt to suppose, 

Tell them of sin, its guilt, its conse- 
quences, its power, its vileness—you 
will find they can comprehend some- 
thing of this. 

Tell them of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and His work for our salvation—the 
atonement, the cross, the blood, the sac- 
rifice, the intercession—you will dis- 
cover there is something not beyond 
them in all this. 

Tell them of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in man’s heart—how He changes, 
and renews, and sanctifies, and purifies. 
You wil] soon see they can go along 
with you in some measure in this. In 
short, I suspect we have no idea how 
much a little child can take in of the 
length and breadth of the glorious Gos- 
pel. They see far more of these things 
than we suppose. 

As to the age when the religious in- 
struction of a child should begin, no 
general rule can be laid down. The 
mind seems to open in some children 
much more quickly than in others. We 
seldom begin too early. There are won- 
derful examples on record of what a 
child can attain to, even at three years 
old, 

Fill their minds with Scripture. Let 
the Word dwell in them richly. Give 
them the Bible, the whole Bible, even 
while they are young. 

6. Train them to a habit of prayer. 

Prayer is the very life-breath of true 
Teligion. It is one of the first evidences 
that a man is born again. “Behold,” 
Said the Lord of Saul, in the day he 
Sent Ananias to him—‘“Behold, he pray- 
eth” (Acts 9:11). He had begun to 
Pray, and that was proof enough. 


S* that your children read the 


By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. - 


Readers who have been following 
this series in the Times may have 
noticed that Bishop Ryle’s style is 
more dogmatic than much modern 
writing. He does not hesitate to 
say, “Do this” and “Don’t do that.” 
But more of this is needed in 
our child training today—though it \ 
should be said in love—for some 
modern psychology would rob dis- 
cipline of its strength by telling us 
to avoid the negative, and to suggest 
rather than command. But strong 
men and women are not made with- 
out “don’ts” and strong, clear pre- 
cepts. This third article concludes 
what Dr. Ryle had to say on train- 
ing children to study their Bibles, 
and takes up the habit of prayer 
and regularity in attending church. 
The fourth will be published next 
week and it is expected that there 
will be eight in the series. 





Prayer was the distinguishing mark 
of the Lord’s people in the day that 
there began to be a separation between 
them and the world. “Then began men 
to call upon the name of the Lord” 
(Gen. 4:26). 

Prayer is the peculiarity of all real 
Christians now. They pray—for they 
tell God their wants, their feelings, their 
desires, their fears, and mean what they 
say. The nominal Christian may repeat 
prayers, and good prayers, too, but he 
goes no further. z 

Prayer is the turning point in a man’s 
soul. Our ministry is unprofitable, and 
our labor is vain, till you are brought 
to your knees. Till then we have no 
hope about you. 

Prayer is one great secret of spiritual 
prosperity. When there is much pri- 
vate communion with God, your soul 
will grow like the grass after rain; when 
there is little, all will be at a standstill; 
you will barely keep your soul alive. 
Show me a growing Christian—a going 
forward Christian—a strong Christian— 
a flourishing Christian—and sure am I, 
he is one that speaks often with his 
Lord. He asks much, and he has much. 
He tells Jesus everything, and so he 
always knows how to act. 

Prayer is the mightiest engine God 
has placed in our hands. It is the best 
weapon to use in every difficulty, and 
the surest remedy in every trouble. It 
is the key that unlocks the treasury of 
promises, and the hand that draws forth 
grace and help in time of need. It is 
the silver trumpet God commands us to 
sound in all our necessity, and it is the 


cry He has promised always to attend 
to, even as a loving mother to the voice 
of her child. 

Prayer is the simplest means that man 
can use in coming to God, It is within 
reach of all; the sick, the aged, the in- 
firm, the paralytic, the blind, the poor, 
the unlearned—all can pray. It avails 
you nothing to plead want of memory, 
and want of learning, and want of books 
and want of scholarship in this matter. 
So long as you have a tongue to tell 
ypur soul’s state, you may and ought to 
pray. Those words, “Ye have not, be- 
cause ye ask not” (Jas. 4:2), will be a 
fearful condemnation to many in the 
day of judgment. 

Parents, if you love your children, do 
all that lies in your power to traifi them 
up to a habit of prayer. Show them 
how to begin. Tell. them what to say. 
Encourage them to persevere. Remind 
them if they become careless and slack 
about it. Let it not be your fault, at 
any rate, if they never call on the name 
of the Lord. 

This, remember, is the first step in 
religion which a child is able to take. 
Long before he can read, you can teach 
him to kneel by his mother’s side, and 
repeat the simple words of prayer and 
praise which she puts in his mouth. And 
as the first steps in any undertaking 
are always the most important, so is the ° 
manner in which your children’s prayers 
are prayed a point which deserves your 
closest attention. Few .seem to know 
how much depends on this. 

You must beware lest they get into a 
way of saying them in a hasty, careless, 
and irreverent manner. You must be- 
ware of giving up the oversight of 
this matter to servants and nurse, or 
of trusting too much to your children 
doing it when left to themselves. I 
cannot praise that mother who never 
looks after this most important part of 
her child’s daily life herself. Surely, 
if there be any habit which your own 
hand and eye should help in forming, 
it is the habit‘of prayer. Believe me, 
if you never hear your children pray 
yourself, you are much to blame. You 
are little wiser than the bird described 
in Job, “which leaveth her eggs in the 
earth, and warmeth them in dust, and 
forgetteth that the foot may crush them. 
. .. She is hardened against her young 
ones, as though they were not her’s: 
her labour is in vain without fear” (Job 
39: 14-16). 

Prayer is, of all habits, the one which 
we recollect the longest. Many a gray- 
headed man could tell you how his 
mother used to make him pray in the 
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days of his childhood. Other things 
have passed away from his mind, per- 
haps. The church where he was taken 
to worship, the minister whom he heard 
preach, the companions who used to 
play with him—all these, it may be, 
have passed from his memory, and left 
no mark behind. But you will often 
find it is far different with his first 
prayers. He will often be able to tell 
you where he knelt, and what he was 
taught to say, and even how his mother 
looked all the while. It will come up 
as fresh before his mind’s eye as if it 
were but yesterday. 

Reader, if you love your children, I 
charge you, do not let the -seed-time 
of a prayerful habit pass away unim- 
proved: If you train your children to 
anything, train them at least to a habit 
of prayer. 


7. Train them to habits of diligence and 
regularity: about public means of 
grace. 


Tell them of the duty and privilege 
of going to the house of God, and join- 
ing in the prayers of the congregation. 
Tell them that wherever the Lord’s 
people are gathered together, there the 
Lord Jesus is present in. an especial 
manner, and that those who absent 
themselves must expect, like the Apostle 
Thomas, to miss a blessing. Tell them 
of the importance of hearing the Word 
preached, and that it is God’s ordinance 
for converting, sanctifying, and build- 
ing up the souls of men. Tell them how 
the Apostle Paul enjoins us not to for- 


My Friend, the Atheist 
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sake “the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is” (Heb. 


10:25); but to exhort one another, to 


stir one another up to it, and so much 
the more as we see the day approach- 
ing. 

I call it a sad sight in a church when 
nobody comes up to the Lord’s table but 
the elderly people, and the young men 
and the young women all turn away. 
But I call it a sadder sight still, when 
no children are to be seen in a church 
excepting those who come to Sunday 
school, and are obliged to attend. Let 
none of this guilt lie at your doors. 
There are many boys and girls in every 
parish, beside those who come to school; 
and you who are their parents and 
friends should see to it that they come 
with you to church. 

Do not allow them to grow up with 
a habit of making vain excuses for not 
coming. Give them plainly to under- 
stand that so long as they are under 
your roof, it is the rule of your house 
for everyone in health to honor the 
Lord’s house upon the Lord’s Day, and 
that you reckon the Sabbath-breaker to 
be a murderer of his own soul. 

See to it, too, if it can be so arranged, 
that your children go with you to 
church, and sit near you when they are 
there. To go to church is one thing; 
but to behave well at church is quite 
another; and, believe me, there is no 
security for good behavior like that of 
having them under your own eye, * 

(To be continued) 


How suffering, at first a stumbling block, eventually brought him to Christ 


Y FIRST conversation about re- 

ligion with my neighbor, ‘Mr, 
Hinds, had a rather curious setting. I 
was busily mowing the front lawn at 
my Hollywood home when he walked 
over and interrupted me. 

“Tom,” he said, “you see that tree 
over there? When I die I'll be just like 
that tree.” 

Somewhat startled by the abruptness 
of the remark, I paused in my work. I 
knew Mr. Hinds well enough to realize 
that his comment was not made ‘flip- 
pantly but earnestly, as if he had a point 
to prove. I stopped mowing and looked 
at him. His face was full of defiance, 
not toward me particularly, but toward 
God. Mr. Hinds knew that my father 
was a Christian minister) but, in the 
several years that we had lived next 
door to each other, he had always re- 
fused Father’s invitation to attend 


church, and Father had died without 
having the satisfaction of seeing his pro- 
fane neighbor converted. 

A few years later, during World War 


By THOMAS KIMBER, Ph.D. 


II, our friend contracted cancer of the 
glands of the throat. In great pain he 
was taken to the veterans’ hospital at 
Sawtelle, not far from Santa Monica 
Beach. His wife requested my mother 
and me to visit him there. We did so 
three times. He was much less sure of 
himself now and appreciated our calls. 

Finally, he was sent back to his home 
as an incurable case. We felt strongly 
that this might be our last opportunity 
to preach the Gospel to our atheist 
friend. 

One of his biggest obstacles seemed 
to be the problem of human suffering 
—the same tremendous question that 
Job had wrestled with centuries before. 
Having accepted the premise that, if 
there could be a God, He must be an 
omnipotent being, he was honestly baf- 
fled by the enormity of war and the 
apparent inconsistency of diseaSe with 
belief in a God of love. To this extent 
I am willing to concede him honesty in 
his doubts. But his whole attitude was 
one of defiance instead of humility. 
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Christian faith is definitely related to 
our intellects, but it goes deeper also. 
It probes into the area of our emotional 
life and of our wills. 

“Tom, if God is almighty, why doesn’t 
He stop this terrible war?” he asked me 
one day. “I’ll never believe in God till 
He stops this war.” This problem seemed 
like a mental block, which he didn’t 
know how to get around. 

One day my younger brother, an ear- 


nest Christian, dropped in to see him. | 


Again Mr. Hinds asked the question. 

“Why, man alive,” exclaimed my 
brother, “God hasn’t got a thing to do 
with the war. Man brought it-on him- 
self!” Mr. Hinds gazed at him in com- 
plete astonishment. 

This timely—perhaps inspired—answer 
seemed to be the key that the Holy 
Spirit used to work one of His divine 
miracles in the man’s hardened heart. 
Realizing the new openness of heart that 
had so unexpectedly come over our 
atheist friend, my brother knelt by his 
bedside and prayed for his conversion. 
Like a little child he opened up his soul 
to receive the Good News, From this 
moment on there was a great change in 
his attitude toward God. A noticeable 
evidence of this change was his new 
hunger for the Word. A few days after 
this conversion experience, I sat in the 
bedchamber and read to him from Ro- 
mans 5:6-8, to which he listened with 
evident appreciation: . “For when we 
were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die: yet peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die. But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” 

Many people on our street continued 
to call on Mr. Hinds, and came away in 
amazement. Was this the same hard- 
boiled movie cameraman who had been 
four times around the world, taking pic- 
tures of leading stars? Heavy drinker, 
poolhall frequenter, blasphemer—was 
this actually the same defiant atheist 
they had known? 

After we had many times read the 
Bible and prayed for him, he asked one 
day whether he might have the Lord's 
Supper in his room. We arranged for 
this gladly. Several devout friends from 
the little community church, which my 
father had served for some years, came 
to Mr. Hinds’ home. The Scriptures 
were read, and bread and grape juice 
served. My friend lay on a couch, deeply 
impressed. He was much thinner now 
than he had been, for the disease had 
taken its toll. When it came time to 
eat the portion of bread he, too, partook. 
To his great joy, he was able to swallow 
it in spite of the pain in his throat. 
Somehow it reminded me strikingly of 


the impotent man who was let down §, 


on his couch through the roof, as re- 
corded in the fifth chapter of Luke. The 
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same humility, the same faith, were 
present in my friend, Mr. Hinds, 

I shall never forget the day that he 
turned to me in great earnestness and 
remarked: “Tom, I’m glad I got this 
cancer. If I hadn’t, I never would have 
become a Christian.” 

As with the Apostle Paul, who took 
some pretty rough treatment on the 
Damascus road, my atheist friend 
seemed to require very strong chasten- 
ing to bring him to a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. I do not know whether 
God could have changed him by some 
other method. I only know that accord- 
ing to Mr. Hinds’ own words, He did 
use the stern means of severe illness to 
humble his spirit. 

The basic trouble with Mr. Hinds, as 
with many doubters today, was not that 
he could not believe, but that he would 
not. When God saw that the man was 
truly willing to yield himself, He sent 
messengers to his bedside to show him 
the way. 

In John 7:17 Jesus made the remark- 
able statement: “If any man will do 
{willeth to do] his will, he shall know 
the doctrine [teaching], whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myself.” 
God knows how to speak to honest 
doubters today. 

PASADENA, CALIF. 

w 


The 1958 Alaska Tour 


HE Sunpay Scuoot TIMEs has ar- 

ranged to sponsor another annual 
tour through the Alaska Inland Water- 
ways next summer. This will be the 
nineteenth tour to this land of majestic 
scenes andssplendor. It is planned to 
start the tour from Chicago on June 
23, returning thereto on July 15. The 
trip inclides overnight stops at Banff 
and Lake Louise in the scenic Cana- 
dian Rockies on the way out; and re- 
turns via the Yellowstone National Park 
and Grand Teton National Park with 
three overnight accommodations in these 
parks. An unusual arrangement is the 
spending of two days and two nights at 
the magnificent Empress Hotel in the 
charming city of Victoria, B. C. 

The outstanding feature of the tour 
is the cruise on the S.S. Princess Louise 
of the Canadian Pacific Line, from June 
28 to July 6, through the Inland Pas- 
Sage, with stops at Prince Rupert, Ketch- 
ikan, Juneau, and Skagway. Also, there 
will be an all-day trip out from Skag- 
way on a narrow-gauge railroad through 
breath-taking, snow-capped mountains 
to Lake Bennett and along the lake 
Shore to Carcross in the Yukon. On 
board ship there will be daily devotions 
before breakfast each day. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Co., and Mrs. Jaeger will 
accompany the party throughout the 
entire trip, Further announcements will 


\ 
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be made in several issues of the Trmes, 
but this early announcement is deemed 
advisable in order to permit readers 
and their friends to make arrangements 
as soon as possible. There will be avail- 
able soon an illustrated folder giving 
all details, including costs. Mail a card 
to Mr. Jaeger requesting the folder and 
it will be mailed to you as soon as it is 
ready. 
se 


Bible Lands Cruise To Sail 
February 19 


HE Spring Wheaton Bible Lands 
Cruise is scheduled to sail Wednes- 
day, February 19, from New York on 
the S.S. Constitution, The original date 
of March 12 was advanced to February 
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19, because there was no connecting 
Mediterranean steamer the second week 
of March. 

Conditions continue to be favorable 
for travel in the Bible Lands. Dr. Free 
has just received two letters from Jeru- 
salem describing “quiet, calm, and peace 
everywhere.” Another letter states, 
“The situation in Jordan (Arab Pales- 
tine) is very normal and stability and 
tranquillity prevail.” During the Christ- 
mas season, 5,000 tourists and pilgrims 
visited Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and the 
other Biblical sites of that area. 

For descriptive bulletin on the Spring 
Bible Lands Cruise sailing February 19, 
or on the Summer Cruise sailing July 3, 
or for reservations, write or telegraph 
to: Dr. Joseph Free, Wheaton Tours, 
Wheaton, Ill.; telephone Wheaton 8-2248. 


We Worship With the Prime Minister 


In the church he has attended since a boy 


HE tang of autumn was in the air 

as we walked through the iron gate, 
down the brick walk, and into the old 
parish church at Horsted Keynes. We 
took’our places quietly among the forty 
or so other worshipers, while a choir 
girl, .in white surplice and black cap, 
rang the church bell. 

When the final stroke of the bell had 
died away, the Prime Minister, clad in 
brown tweed, and looking worn and 
tired, came in and took the seat directly 
in front of us. Nobody, not even the 
small choir boys, gave him a. second 
glance, for they were quite accustomed 
to seeing him there. Indeed, some of 
the older members of the congregation 
remembered him as a boy, sitting in the 
same old walnut pew, beside his Amer- 
ican-born, Methodist mother, Nellie 
Belles Macmillan. 

“They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength” (Isa. 40:31), the 
rector’s opening sentence seemed par- 
ticularly applicable to the man who 
carried the burdens of empire upon his 
shoulders. 

When the hymn and first prayers wert 
over, it was the Prime Minister who 
walked up to the lectern and read the 
Old Testament lesson of his choice: the 
second and third chapters from the Book 
of Job. He read well, and as his voice 
picked up the great sentence in the 
tenth verse, “What? shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we 
not receive evil?” the words came back 
to us from the high nave and through 
the old arches. After the Psalm, it was 
he again who read the New Testament 
lesson from the second chapter of Tim- 
othy. 

. The old church, dating from the days 
of William the Conqueror, was very 


. 


By RUTH GRIFFITH BURNETT 


quiet as the service continued. A fly 
buzzed. A finch sat on a window sill 
and sang a brief song, and the choir 
boys, just as choir boys anywhere, were 
interested in the finch. 

When the benediction was spoken and 
the congregation passed from the 
church, Mr. Macmillan met us, as plan- 
ned, and took us into the small ceme- 
tery to the grave of his mother. He 
stood with bowed head as a Methodist 
from Indiana placed a bunch of violets 
beneath the old Celtic cross. 

There, under a magnificent yew tree, 
he recalled his own visit to his mother’s 
Indiana home a few years before. He 
told us proudly that his mother had 
sung in the choir of the Spencer, In- 
diana, Methodist Church. 

“She was a woman of strong charac- 
ter,” he said. 

“We think of her as a link between 
our two countries and as a Hoosier Meth- 
odist who never forgot us,” we said, 

The flowers and trees of the churchyard 
were the particular joy of Mr. Mac- 
millin. He seemed to know the name 
and life history of each tree and even 
of each stone in the old building, and 
he delighted to talk of his church. 

As we walked back down the brick 
path and out the gate we could not fail 
to notice that his sagging shoulders had 
straightened, and his facial muscles re- 
laxed. He seemed a different man from 
the one who had entered the church 
a short time before and, not. only the 
rector’s opening sentence, but also the 
old words of Archbishop Trench re- 
turned to us: 

Lord, what a change within us one short 

hour 

Spent in Thy presence will prevail to 

make! 


LaKE Worth, Fta, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 9. THE TEACHING MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH 
Acts 8:26-38; 1 Timothy 4:6-16; 2 Timothy 2:1, 2; 3:10-17; printed text, 1 Timothy 4:6-16; 2 Timothy 2:1, 2 


Golden Text.—Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee.—1 Tim. 4:16 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Tim. 4:6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of 
these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, 
nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, 
whereunto thou hast attained. 

7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise 
thyself rather unto godliness. 

8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profit- 
able unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come. 

9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all adceptation. 

10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, be- 
cause we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men, specially of those that believe. 


13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine. 

14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery. 

15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to 
them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; con- 
tinue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee. 


2 Tim. 2:1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus. 

2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 





11 These things command and teach. 


12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example 
in conversation, in charity, in 


of the believers, in word, 
spirit, in faith, in purity. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE Apostle Paul had a genius for 
discovering men and putting them 
to work. One of these was Timo- 
thy, a young man of the region of 
Lystra and Derbe, son of a Greek father 
and a, Jewish mother. It was evident 
that the young man had talent and con- 
secration, and he commanded the es- 
teem of his fellow Christians in the 

whole surrounding area. 

There were no Christian theological 
seminaries or Bible institutes in those 
days to which Timothy could go for 
training, but accompanying the Apostle 
Paul was both rigorous and effective 
training. Not only did he learn doc- 
trine but he was disciplined in the work 
of the ministry, and witnessed in his 
sponsor a standard of devotion and serv- 
ice that must always have been a chal- 
lenge to him. 

As Timothy developed, he was en- 
trusted with responsibility, till the apos- 
tle appointed him to the care of the 
strategic church in Ephesus—a_ post 
which doubtless carried: with it the 
supervision of the other churches in 
Asia, The veteran knew that the 
younger minister would be facing prob- 
lems, and helped him with wise coun- 
sels, which became part of the canonical 
Scriptures of the New Testament, pre- 
served ‘for the direction of ministers and 
churches throughout the whole age. 

Paul’s way of surrounding himself 
with able lieutenants has been followed 
by others, and has proved of inestimable 


be able to teach others also, 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian T 


the Inter- 
eaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


value to the church. D. L. Moody was 
such a man. He discovered men of 
promise, and they grew to be men of 
stature. He himself affirmed that he 
would rather get ten men working than 
do the work of ten men. Moody fol- 
lowed the counsel of Paul—to commit 
the body of truth to faithful men, who 
should teach others also. The result 
was the Moody Bible Institute, which 
has sent thousands of young men and 
women into various departments of the 
work of the Gospel al] over the world. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Tim. 4:6.—“, . . a good minister... 
nourished up in the words of faith... 
whereunto thou hast attained.” “These 


things” are the answers to the errors of, 


Jewish asceticism given in the previous 
verses. Such errors are due to increase 
in “the latter days.” Faith here refers 
to the body of truth which constitutes 
“the faith.” 

Verse 7.—‘. . . refuse profane . . 
fables, and exercise thyself rather unto 
godliness.” “Profane” simply means 
secular. We do not turn for our doc- 
trine to the philosophies of men -nor to 
popular superstitions. The Greek trans- 
lated “exercise” gives us our gymnast, 
gymnasium, gymnastics. The same dis- 
ciplined endeavor that marked the games 
should characterize our pursuit of god- 
liness. 

Verse 8.—“For bodily exercise profiteth 
little: but godliness . . . the life that 
now is, and... to come.” Physical cul- 
ture as an end has little value, but soul 
culture ‘gives rich returns in time and 
in eternity. Soul culture, however, does 
not call for a neglect of the body. 


Verse 9.—“. . . faithful saying...” 
This refers to what goes immediately 
before, while in 1:15 the same phrase 
refers to what comes after. 

Verse 10.—*... we. . . suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God , 
the Saviour of all men...” In a world 
which worshiped the body Paul was 
willing to endure reproach for his em- 
phasis on spiritual values. This is still 
pointing back to verse 8. For God “the 
Saviour of all men” see 2:3, 4 and 1 
John 2:2. 

Verse 11—*“, . . command and teach.” 
The life under grace is not without law. 
We are under command to God. 

Verse 12.—“‘Let no man despise thy 
youth; but, be thou an example . . .” 
“Example” here means pattern (type), 
to be reproduced. Living a life which 
challenges emulation in every area is the 
most effective answer to the skepticism 
and scorn of men. “Conversation” here 
covers behavior in general. “Charity” 
should be “love,” as in 1 Corinthians 13. 

Verse 13.—“. . . reading . . . exhorta- 
tion . . . doctrine.” Three aspects of 
public ministry are here in view—the 
public reading of the Scriptures, ex- 
hortation, and the work of teaching. 

Verse 14.—“Neglect not .. . given thee 
by prophecy . . . the hands of the pres- 
bytery.” This prophecy was doubtless 
given in connection with the incident 
related in Acts 16:1, 2. See 2 Timothy 
1:6, where the laying on of the hands 
of the Apostle Paul is indicated as the 
instrumental means of the bestowal of 
the gift. The laying on of the hands 


of the elders was an accompaniment, 


not a cause (meta, not dia). 
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Verse 15.—“Meditate . . . give thyself 
wholly ... thy profiting...” For “medi- 
tate” read “let these things be your 
care’”—the opposite of neglect. “Give 
thyself wholly to them” is literally “be 
in them,” or, as we would say, “live in 
them.” 

Verse 16.—“, . . thyself ... the doc- 
trine . . . sdve thyself, and them that 
hear thee.” Notice the order: thyself 
and the teaching. If one’s teaching is 
orthodox but his life out of gear, the 
whole ministry will crumble, 


2 Tim. 2:1—*“, . . be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus.” “Be 
strengthened.” Grace in this place 


points to that progressive work of sanc- 
tifying the whole man, 

Verse 2—“And the things that thou 
hast heard . . . commit thou to faithful 
men ... to teach others also.” The only 
Christian theological seminary in apos- 
tolic days was private tuition and train- 
ing from a senior minister. There 
should be more of such training today, 
both before and after seminary. 


Outline of the Lesson 
A minister’s responsibility 
1. With respect to error (1 Tim. 4:1-7) 
2. With respect to himself (vs. 7-12) 
3. With respect to his ministry (vs. 13-16) 
4, With respect to the succession (2 Tim. 
3. 2 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The duties of a minister are clearly 
laid down in the New Testament, and 
nowhere more clearly than in the Apos- 
tle Paul’s letters to Timothy. Some 
of these duties constitute this week’s 
lesson. In presenting them we should 
realize that they do not apply only to 
pastors and teachers or ordained men, 
as we sometimes call them. These obli- 
gations apply equally to church officers, 
Sunday school teachers, and al] others 
who bear responsibility with respect to 
the total ministry of the church, 

No minister will be free from the 
harassing inroads of error, and it is his 
duty to stand against it with all cour- 
age and determination. The particular 
error with which Timothy had to con- 
tend at the time of Paul’s writing was 
Jewish asceticism. The apostle ex- 
horted the young minister to set before 
the brethren the fallacies of this. dis- 
turbing teaching, combating it with the 
sound doctrine which he had earnestly 
followed till this time. This would 
make him a good minister- of Jesus 
Christ. While engaged in this conflict 
with error the good minister will see 
to his own spiritual life, exercising him- 
self unto godliness. While taking due 
care of his body as the instrument of 
his service to God, he will be doubly 
concerned to pursue that spiritual de- 
velopment which enriches the present 
life and lays up treasure for the life 
to come. The young minister will be 
especially careful in this respect in or- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. February 2.—Privileges of Church 
Membership. Luke 4:14-21; 2 
Corinthians 9:6-8; Galatians 6:1-5; 
Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:23-25; 1 Peter 2:9, 10 


Next Week's Lesson 


7. February 16.—The Preaching Minis- 

try of the Church. Luke 4:42, 43; 

5:1-3; Romans 10:14-17; 1 Corin- 
thians 1:18-31; Ephesians 3:7-19 








der to overcome the natural tendency 
of others to regard him as immature 
and incapable of leadership. His shield 
against such an attitude is an exemplary 
life, showing himself a pattern for all 
to follow. 

Out of such a disciplined life will 
grow a disciplined ministry. Paul men- 
tions particularly three items of public 
ministry, the reading (that is the public 
reading of the Scriptures), exhortation, 
and teaching. For guch a ministry Tim- 
othy had been especially endowed, and 
to it he had been set apart in a solemn 
act of ordination. By diligent toil he 
must make it manifest that he himself 
was a growing man and a growing min- 
ister. Only thus could he justify his 
place in the ministry and profit his 
hearers. 

A minister has one more responsi- 
bility. That is to see to the continuance 
of the ministry. He must look to the 
time when he will pass off the scene, 
and make sure that no gap will be left 
when that takes place. He will there- 
fore seek to train others to follow in 
his steps, and to carry the good doctrine 
beyond the bounds of his own immedi- 
ate ministry. 


Topics for Development 


The Physical and the Spiritual, The 
King James reading of 1 Timothy 4:8, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HERE did Paul meet Timothy? 
2. What was Timothy's racial 
background? 

3. Where was Timothy when he re- 
ceived this Letter from Paul? 

4. What error was Timothy encoun- 
tering when Paul wrote to him? 

5. What kind of exercise did Paul 
recommend to Timothy? 

6. What place has physical culture in 
the Christian life? 

7. In what sense is God “the Saviour 
of all men”? 

8. What is Paul’s recipe for command- 
ing respect, especially in the case of a 
young minister? 

9. Whose hands were laid on Timothy 
at the time of his ordination? 

10. How is the work of the ministry 
perpetuated? 

(Answers on page 72) 
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“bodily exercise profiteth little,” while 
faithful enough as a translation, is a 
little harsh. It even sounds a bit scorn- 
ful. That is not at all the intention. 
The Apostle Paul is not decrying bodily 
exercise. He is rather making a com- 
parison to show the far greater profit 
of godliness. In no sense is this a pro- 
hibition of physical exercise or sport. 
It does not even discourage it. It calls 
only for keeping it within proper 
bounds so that we do not allow it to 
take the place in our lives which the 
far greater pursuit of godliness should 
occupy. Phillips Brooks used to insist, 
in addressing young ministers, that the 
care of the body was part of their total 
consecration. Such care would include 
proper diet, proper rest, and proper ex- 
ercise, all for the purpose of making 
and keeping the body as fit as possible 
for the pursuit of godliness and for the 
demanding tasks of the ministry. It is 
when the body is made a god and sport 
becomes an absorbing passion that bal- 
ance is lost. ; 

The Disciplined Life. Note some of 
the words which Paul uses in stirring 
up Timothy to a life of self-discipline 
—‘“give attendance,” “neglect not,” 
“meditate,” “give thyself wholly,” “take 
heed.” These are all words of dis- 
cipline. Notice the two directions in 
which they are applied. They have to do 
with both life and ministry. Surely there 
can be no more shameful phenomenon 
than an undisciplined minister. A man 
who is careless about his habits, who 
will not get down to diligent toil, who 
will not cultivate the gifts that God 
has bestowed upon him, such a one will 
not commend himself to the people of 
God but will soon fall by the wayside. 
A man who is not himself profiting by 
careful study and application of the 
truth to himself will be of little profit 
to the flock of God. If we neglect the 
vineyard of our own soul, our own 
mind, we shall quickly be disqualified 
for the care of the Lord’s vineyard. 


Practical Applications 

Error must be fearlessly exposed, for 
the salvation of those who are easily 
beguiled. 

Keep physically fit, but do not make 
a god of physical culture. 

It is good to talk about the Saviour, 
but be sure you can call Him “my Sav- 
iour.” 

Growing a mustache or putting on an 
air of authority will not command re- 
spect, but an exemplary life will. 

A minister who is not noticeably 
profiting from his study and discipline 
will profit his people little, + 

The work of teaching perpetuates the 
whole work of the ministry, so, even if 
it is an obscure work, give it your best. 


Golden Text 


1 Tim. 4:16.—“, . . thyself, and... 
the doctrine . . . save thyself, and them 
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that hear thee.” As a sinner a minister 
is saved by grace, through faith, not of 
works; but as a minister he is saved by 
works — works of self-discipline, of 
study, of sacrifice. And the salvation 
of his hearers waits for those works. 


E_muurst, ILL, 
4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep HyMNsS 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“Tell'Me the Story of Jesus” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
of truth, we thank Thee for Thy Word 
and its enlightening teaching. Set our 
hearts to know the Bible better and our 
wills to live by its direction. Bless all 
who teach and preach Thy Word that 
men everywhere may come to know and 
obey it. Forgive both our failure to 
know Thy Word better and to under- 
stand and obey it more than we have 
done. Bless to us our study here today 
and in every Sunday school elsewhere. 
Use our missionaries to get the Gospel 
to those denied it till now and may the 
light of Thy Word soon shine to all men. 
To the sick and distressed give help 
and deliverance. To leaders of men give 
right attitudes and’ motives, wisdom, 
guidance, and strength, and may right 
be done and peace be granted to the 
world. Help each one of us in our own 
homes and daily work to do Thy will 
and be a blessing to others, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—William Gladstone 
was a great Christian statesman in the 
last century in Great Britain. He once 
said this: “There is only one great issue 
and that is to get the truths of the Bible 
into the hearts of the people.” Our 
lesson today is about getting Bible 
truths into people’s hearts. To Timothy, 
a minister of the Gospel, Paul writes 
and tells him’ to give attention to read- 
ing, exhortation, and doctrine (1 Tim. 
4:13). Those three things are each im- 
portant for getting Bible truth into our 
hearts, 

People must read the Bible or have 
it read to them to know what it con- 





tive on THE WORD OF GoD 











tains. Many people today know little 
of what is in God’s Book because they 
fail to read it. Read your Bible every 
day. The other two things in getting 
Bible truth into people’s hearts are ex- 
hortation , and doctrine. Exhortation 
means urging people to obey God’s Word 
and doctrine means teaching and ex- 
plaining that Word. Much of the Bible 
needs explaining, and God has given us 
Sunday school teachers, preachers, and 
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Bible scholars to help us understand 
His Word. But reading and explanation 
are not enough. They are intended to 
bring us to apply the truth to our own 
lives. We need to exhort ourselves and 
others to bring our lives into line with 
what we have learned from: God’s Word. 
We must be “doers of the word, and not 
hearers only” (Jas. 1:22). Bibles, Sun- 
day schools, and preaching services are 
plentiful, and we can all be people who 
know; understand, and obey God’s 
Word, if we will. Be sure your will 
is set not only to know and understand 
the Bible, but to obey it in all of life. 


Cat@ary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . . @ good minister of Jesus Christ 

. .” (1 Tim. 4:6)—I have read that 
“seducing spirits” teach that in order 
to be a good medium, one must refrain 
from marrying and refrain from eating 
flesh. 

The inspired Apostle Paul informs 
Timothy that if he continues to put the 
brethren in remembrance of the fact 
that “the Spirit distinctly declares that 
in later times some will turn away from 
the faith, because they continuously 
give their attention to deceiving spirits 
and the things that demons teach 
through the pretensions of false teach- 
ers, men with seared consciences, ‘who 
forbid people to marry and teach them 
to abstain from certain sorts of food 
which God created for the grateful en- 
joyment of those who have faith and a 
clear knowledge of the truth... you 
will be a good minister of Christ Jesus 
...” (vs. 1-3, Williams). 

It was my happy privilege to know 
the late Dr. H. A. Ironside. I have no 
hesitancy in applying the epithet, “a 
good minister [or servant] of Christ 
Jesus” to him. He “put the brethren in 
remembrance of these things”; and was 
“nourished up in the words of the faith 
and of good doctrine.” 

_ And with it all, he uttered with his 
tongue “words easy to be’ understood.” 
So much so, that a child after hearing 
him preach said to her mother, “Mother, 
I thought Dr. Ironside was a great 
preacher!” “Yes, darling, he is; but why 
do you say that?” “Why,” said the little 
girl, “I understood everything he said!” 


“... exercise thyself rather unto godli- 
ness” (1 Tim, 4:7).—Instead of losing 
time over “old wives’ fables,” it should 
be invested in exercising ourselves in 
godliness. ' 

“The poor heathen mind is in bondage 
to endless superstitions connected with 
the bringing of good fortune or the 
averting of evil, and all these customs 
appeal to, and bear far more heavily 
upon, the womenfolk than the men. 
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Hence the apostle’s term—‘old wives’ 
fables’ . . . It is instructive though sad 
to note the gteat increase in recent 
years of superstition among nominal 
Christians. The war doubtless gave it 
a great impetus when hundreds of thou- 
sands, if not millions, of charms were 
made for the protection of the soldiers. 
The cult has spread everywhere and 
now mascots abound, and more and 
more people observe customs which are 
designed to bring ‘good luck’ or avert 
‘bad luck.’ All this argues the decline 
of godliness. If God is shut out of the 
life, these stupid abominations creep in” 
(F. B. Hole, in a discontinued maga- 
zine). 


“. . . the living God, who is the Sav- 
iour of all men...” (1 Tim. 4:10).—A 
man who said he believed that ultimately 
everybody would be saved, gave me this 
verse as his proof text. It afforded the 
coveted opportunity of pointing out to 
him that the passage does not apply to 
the future at all. It does not contra- 
dict all the portions of the Word deal- 
ing with eternal judgment. 

The former part of the verse says: 
“For therefore we both labour and suf- 
fer reproach, because we trust in the 
living God.” This shows that he is pre- 
senting God as Saviour, or Deliverer, 
in a providential sense. At present 
God is providentially caring for all 
mankind, but specially for “those that 
believe.” 

Who has not heard an ungodly person 
exciaim as he, or she, came away from 
a near fatal accident, “Thank God He 
saved me from being killed!” 

In cases where persons have been pre- 
served from harm, it was the true and 
living God who preserved them—not 
mascots, charms, or fetishes. 


“Neglect not the gift that is in thee 
..- (1 Tim, 4:14).—Timothy was a 
young man, and was to be an example 
of the believers “in speech, conduct, 
love, faith and purity” (Weymouth). 
He was to “give attendance to [public] 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine”; 
hence we are not surprised to learn 
there was a special gift in him, given 
him by prophecy, accompanied by the 
laying on of the hands of the presbytery 
—or elderhood—also “by the apostle’s 
hands (2 Tim. 1:6). 

Timothy was by no means to neglect 
this gift. Reading has been called the 
intake; and exhortation, the outflow. If 
there is to be an outflow, there must 
be an intake. 

Although Christians today have not 
a special gift like Timothy’s, we are 
all responsible to take in the Word and 
give it out in various ways. Like the 
scattered believers mentioned in Acts 
8:4, they “went every where preaching 
{or gossiping] the word.” 


“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the. 
doctrine .. .” (1 Tim. 4:16).—Meditat- 
ing on the things of the Lord, and giv- 
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ing ourselves wholly to them, taking 
heed to ourselves and to the doctfine, 
will be ample to keep us busy, and to 
keep us from becoming busybodies in 
other people’s affairs. This shall save 
—or deliver—us and those that hear us 
from all the dangers of which the chap- 
ter warns us. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
V4 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S SOON as we have sung the song 

we learned last Sunday, “Angry 
Words,” Mary will tell the story of 
“Karen’s Little Brother.” Who will 
teach John 15:12 next Sunday? Thank 
you, Connie. 

Our lesson today is about teaching. 
I’m glad you girls are preparing to teach 
Sunday school when you are a little 
older. Teaching God’s Word is one of 
the most important tasks of the Church. 
It is the Word of God that the Holy 
Spirit uses to convict the unsaved of 
sin, and Christians need it in order to 
grow. God has used the verses on the 
Scripture Catechism card we are now 
learning for both of these purposes, 

I once called at a home to invite a 
family to church services. The mother 
only opened the door about a foot wide 
as she asked me what I wanted. Then 
she said, “We can’t come. Sunday’s 
the only day we have to sleep in.” Be- 
fore she shut the door, her eleven-year- 
old girl peeked out, so I said, “Maybe 
your girl would like to come to Sunday 
school.” Her mother shrugged her 
shoulders and said, “She can go if she 
wants to.” Her daughter did come, and 
was saved. The next time I went to 
that home, the door opened wide and 
I was invited in. In the course of our 
conversation, the mother said, “When 
you invited Mildred to come to Sunday 
school, I didn’t think it would make any 
difference whether she went or not, 
But it’s sure done her a lot of good. 
She’s much better to mind now.” By 
the Word of God, Mildred had been 
convicted of the sin of disobedience to 
parents, and after she was saved it was 
the same Word of God that led her to 
show her salvation at home by her obe- 
dience. 

Now let us read 1 Timothy 4:6-16. 
Timothy was just a young man, yet the 
Apostle Paul commissioned him to re- 
mind other Christians of the words of 
faith and good doctrine, which he had 
been taught. Both Timothy’s mother 
and grandmother had taught him the 
Scriptures from the time he was a 
child. Now it was time for him to 
teach others, teaching them by his ac- 
tions as well as by his words. Read 
verse 12 again. This would be a lovely 
motto for our class. Young people are 
sometimes criticized for being “smarty” 
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or silly. But Christian young people 
should not be, either. We should be 
humble and sensible. Does that sound 
dismal to you? It isn’t. The most sensi- 
ble people usually have the greatest 


sense of humor. And as for being hum- . 


ble, Isaiah 29:19 says that the “meek 
also shall increase their joy in the Lord.” 
Young Christians can be an example to 
older people as well as to younger ones. 
We must be good examples if we are 
going to teach others. (Do not “word” 
and “conversation” mean the same 
thing?) That is a good question. The 
word “conversation” used to mean 
“manner of life,” rather than just 
spoken words. We can teach godliness 
by our words, our manner of life, our 
love, humility, faith, and purity. But 
if we are like the ungodly, our influence 
will be against God, even if we have 
been saved. Isn’t that a solemn thought? 

Notice the first part of 1 Timothy 4: 
13, “Give attendance to reading.” If we 
fill our minds with Bible verses and 
with Christian literature, it will help 
us to be godly. Here are three books 
I brought which I believe you girls 
would enjoy reading, and at the same 
time find them helpful in your Chris- 
tian life. “It’s Tough To Be a Teen- 
ager,” by Bob Cook; “Never a Dull 
Moment,” by Eugenia Price (both may 
be obtained from Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1 each, paper); 
and “By Searching,” by Isobel Kuhn 
(China Inland Mission, 237 W. School 
Lane, Philadelphia 44; $1). 

Next read 2 Timothy 2:1, 2. In this 
second Epistle to young Timothy, the 
Apostle Paul urges him to be strong in 
the Lord and then to teach what he 
knows to faithful men, that they may 
be able to teach others also. It is the 
responsibility of the Church of Jesus 
Christ to pass on the teachings of Scrip- 
ture to others, who in turn pass them 
on. This becomes an endless chain of 
blessing. You and I as born-again mem- 
bers of the church should have a part 
in that chain of blessing. You can be- 
gin now telling others of Christ, and 
living an example of what a young 
Christian should be. And before many 
years, I expect you to be Sunday school 
teachers. I think that’s the best job in 
the world! Some of my former Sunday 
school pupils are serving the Lord today 
on the mission field. Others are serving 
Him in different parts of our own coun- 
try. And there’s a love between us all 
such as unsaved people know nothing 
about! So you can see why I want you 
girls to have the privilege of being Sun- 
day school teachers, too, 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a good definition’ of edu- 

cation is this: It is a process of 
training the learner to adjust himself 
to his environment in the happiest way. 
You cannot choose the environment in 
which to be born; it chooses you. And 
for a period of time you must remain 
in it. But as you grow toward maturity 
you have the privilege of changing your 
environment. Some young people be- 
come impatient and make the change 
unwisely. It is quite possible, if they 
had taken kindly to their early educa- 
tion, that they would have discovered 
that their richest opportunity for mak- 
ing a success was in the place of their 
birth. They would have learned to see 
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By Wade C. Smith 





The Jeachin g MNntSEPY 
Y¥ He Church 











-———e 














70 (10) 


values right there at home too good to 
leave unclaimed. However, some have 
gone forth to make a good name in the 
world abroad. The point here is to 
learn how to make the most of what 
is available—staying or going. 

This is a purely secular view. Our 
lesson today steps higher and calls our 
attention to the “Teaching Ministry of 
the Church,” which takes in the larger 
spiritual life and brings divine wisdom 
to the handling of eternal values as 
well as secular problems. One jimpor- 
tant teaching arm of the church is the 
Sunday school. It is possible you may 
learn more and faster in the Sunday 
school than in other church services, 
because the teaching there is more 
particularly graded to your capacity for 
understanding. But there is an atmos- 
phere of worship in the church service 
which you cannot afford to miss, not 
even in your youth. It is somewhat 
like going to the beach or to the moun- 
tains to breathe the fresh air. You may not 
understand the chemistry or the physics 
of God’s wonderful processes in nature, 
but you definitely sense the benefit and 
you are refreshed. The teaching min- 
istry of the church trains you to appro- 
priate the wisdom of God for all your 
life requirements and at the same time 
prepares you for the full enjoyment of 
the life to come. 

To get the full benefit of the church’s 
teaching ministry you will very early 
see the necessity (as well as the priv- 
ilege) of accepting Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, making a public profession of 
your faith, and being received into the 
membership of the church. This is a 
long step toward learning what the 
church can teach you in all your ways 
for all time,and eternity. 

“Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word” (Psa. 119:9). “So 
shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto 
thy soul: when thou hast found it, then 
there shall be a reward, and thy ex- 
pectation shall not be cut off” (Prov. 
24:14). 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 


rm 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


No Witness.—Take heed unto thyself, 
and unto the doctrine . . . for in doing 
this thou shalt both save thyself, and 
them that hear thee (1 Tim. 4:16). A 
mother came to Mrs. Philpott and asked 
her to go and pray with her dying 
daughter. She said, “I am going to let 
you go in alone and talk with her.” Mrs, 
Philpott said, “No, you come in with 
me.” She replied, “You go in alone, 
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please. Yesterday I felt so concerned 
about my girl that it seemed I had to 
say a word to her, and I finally got up 
courage to ask her about her soul, and 
she said to me, ‘Mother, I don’t want 
to hear anything from you about it. You 
have not lived the life.’”—From P, W. 
Philpott, in Moody Church News. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Cruel Neglect.—If thou put the breth- 
ren in remembrance of these things, 
thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus 
Christ (1 Tim. 4:6). A dying gentleman 
sent for the clergyman and said to him: 
“Do you know that my life has been 
licentious? Yet you have never warned 
me of my danger.” With some hesita- 
tion the clergyman replied, “Yes, my 
lord, your manner of living was not un- 
known to me, but your kindness and 
my fear of offending you deterred me 
from reproving you.” “How cruel! How 
wicked!” said the dying man. “The 
provision I made for you and your fam- 
ily ought to have induced care and fidel- 
ity. You have neglected to warn and 
instruct me, and now my soul is lost.” 
—From the Biblical Museum. Sent 
by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


What Do YOU Have?—Let no man 
despise thy youth; but be thou an exam- 
ple of the believers, in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, 
in purity (1 Tim. 4:12). A young man 
who was no preacher, who could not 
sing, just lived Christ. He worked in 
a factory surrounded by profane, evil 
people. He never preached any ser- 
mons. He quietly gave his testimony 
whenever there was an opportunity, but 
he lived Jesus. One day as he was sit- 
ting down eating his lunch in back of 
the great machine he operated, the fel- 
low he had been working alongside of, 
one of the most wicked men in the fac- 
tory, came over and_said, “Do you mind 
if I sit down by you, Bob?” He said, 
“No, come on, glad to have you.”. As 
men do, they were eating there and 
chatting. Finally the young fellow 
turned to the young Christian, and said: 
“I want to ask you a question. I have 
often wanted to ask you, but I was 
ashamed to. I want to know what 
makes you different from the rest of us. 
Why is it you never get angry? No 
matter what we do to you you are al- 
ways kind, gentle, polite, and nice to 
us. What do you have that we don’t 
have?” What an opening to preach the 
Gospel! My friend, if you live as close 
to God as God wants you to live, the 
world will in wonder look at your life 
and in their mind there wil] be that 
same question, “What do you have that 
we don’t have?” But if you do not have 
Christ, there will never be anything to 
make them want Him. God put you into 
the world that you might shine as a 
light in this world, that men looking 
upon you might see Jesus there—From 





“January 25, 1958 


Pastor C. Leslie Miller, in Gospel Her- 
ald. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N.Y. Prize illustration. 


His Mother’s Prayer.—Be thou an ex- 
ample of the believers, in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, 
in purity (1 Tim. 4:12). Professor George 
Wilson of Edinburgh, Scotland, who suc- 
ceeded in putting himself into the life 
of his students in a marvelous way in 
spite of the pain which tortured him all 
through his professional life, liked to 
tell lovingly of his debt to his mother. 
One of his first memories was of the 
evening visits made by her to the bed 
in which he slept with his twin brother. 
As she bent over the boys she would 
whisper the prayer of Jacob: “The God 
who hath fed me all my life long unto 
this day, the angel who hath redeemed 
me from all evil, bless the lads!” George 
was fascinated by the words, which he 
heard that night when the mother 
thought he was asleep. After that he 
used to lie awake, pretending to be 
asleep, that he might hear her earnest 
prayer. The thought of the petition so 
often repeated was a benediction to him 
throughout his life—From the Rev. 
John T. Faros, D.D., in Earnest Worker. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Out of the Bible Into the Newspaper. 
—Till I come, give attendance to reading 
(1 Tim, 4:13). A story is told of a 
minister who taught an old man in his 
parish ‘to read. He proved a proficient 
scholar. After the teaching had come 
to an end, the mifiister was not able to 
call at the cottage for some time, and 
when he did, he found only the wife at 
home. “How’s John?” said he. “He’s 
canny, sir,” said the wife. “How does 
he get on with his reading?” “Nicely, 
sir.” “Ah! I suppose he will read his 
Bible very comfortably now.” “Bible, 
sir? Bless you, he was out of the Bible 
and into the newspapers long ago!” There 
are many other persons who, like this 
old man, have long been “out of the 
Bible and into the newspaper.” They 
have forsaken the fountain of living 
waters, and have gone about among 
muddy pools to seek something which 
might slake their thirst—From Bible 
Expositor. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Tarry Much With God.—Give thyself 
wholly to them (1 Tim. 4:15). An old 
Lancashire woman was listening to the 
reasons that the neighbors were giving 
for their minister’s success. They spoke 
of his gifts, of his style, of his manner. 
“Nay,” said she, “I tell you what it is. 
Yon man is very thick with the Al- 
mighty.” We must tarry much with God 
if we would win God’s battles; the great 
fitness for service is in much commun- 
ion.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 

Turn to the Shepherd.—Be strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 
2:1). Our very helplessness is our se- 
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curity; for, when the wolf suddenly 
appears, the goats will tarn to the en- 
emy and seek to butt him, and so are 
easily overcome; the sheep turn to the 
shepherd, and so are saved.—From 
Henry Durbanville, in “Present Com- 
fort and Future Glory.” Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Teaching From the Bible (Acts 8:26-35) 


UT out a picture of the Ethiopian 

eunuch in his chariot, reading a 
scroll. Prepare a figure of correspond- 
ing size to represent Philip. Tack a 
large sheet of wrapping paper to a flan- 
nel board or other support. On it draw 
a road running from Jerusalem to Gaza, 
and another meeting it from Samaria. 
A group of buildings and the name may 
indicate each city; stone and scrub trees, 
the open country. With double-stick 
tape or pin attach the chariot to this 
background near Jerusalem. 

Here comes a latest model chariot 
drawn .by a handsome pair of horses in 
fancy harness!* People on foot turn to 
look at the splendid outfit. They see 
a colored man dressed in rich clothes. 
Who is he, and what has he been doing 
in Jerusalem? He is one of the highest 
officers of Candace, queen of Ethiopia! 
He has'great authority in his country and 
charge of al] the queen’s money, treas- 
ures, and jewels! He has traveled miles 
and miles and miles (map) to worship 
at Jerusalem. He came to worship the 
great God who made Heaven and earth, 
the God who took the Jews from Egypt 
through the Red Sea and drowned their 
enemies in it, the God who gave Solo- 
mon such wisdom, riches, and fame that 


people from all lands came to hear his’ 


wisdom and see his wealth, the God 
who at the prayer of Asa, king of the 
Jews, beat an army of a million soldiers 
and three hundred chariots before Asa’s 
army of about half as many. 

Some months before, God did another 
great thing—He gave His Son on the 
cross for men’s sins and raised Him to 
life again. Why did the officer not hear 
of Jesus Christ as he worshiped each 
day in the Temple? Where were the 
thousands of Christians who worshiped 
there, and the apostles who preached 
and taught there? The priests and a 
teacher by the name of Saul had turned 
on the Christians, killed some, beaten 
others, till they were driven away. The 
colored man met no one to tell him of 
Jesus. If he only knew, he could be 
the one to carry the Good News to 
Ethiopia! 

Here comes Philip, a Christian 
teacher! God had told him to go down 
this road to the Jerusalem-to-Gaza Road 
out in the country. , (Move Philip along 
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the road, and move the chariot nearer 
the junction of the roads.) As the tired 
horses walk at a slower pace, the col- 
ored officer is reading aloud a Book 
he got in Jerusalem. (Continue the story 
given in Acts 8:29-35, moving the fig- 
ures. You may need unobtrusively to 
clip off the lower part of Philip’s figure 
before placing it behind the chariot as 
though riding in it. Locate the verses 
in Isaiah 53:7, 8, and do for your chil- 
dren what Philip did for the Ethiopian 
—explain the verses with reference to 
the Gospel record, and preach unto 
them Jesus. Pray for the same results 
as Philip got. 

Philip was the Bible teacher of the 
man from Ethiopia. Do you have Bible 
teachers at home and Sunday school? 
So did Timothy! His mother and grand- 
mother taught him at home. Paul was 
his Sunday school teacher when he was 
a young man. Timothy became a mis- 
sionary teacher himself, and taught 
many others. Paul wrote him, “But 
continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of 
...” (2 Tim. 3:14, Memory Verse. Key 
word is “learned”). 

What did you learn last week about 
ways you can help your church? Did 
you help in any or all of these ways? 
“Continue” means keep on! What have 
you learned today? Are you sure of it 
—‘“assured”? Can you tell someone else, 
as the man from Ethiopia, no doubt, did 
when he reached home? 


ORONO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD loves to speak to His children. 

His voice is never loud, but always 
it is clear for those who walk with Him 
and talk with Him. When God says, 
“Do this,” or “Do not do that,” we can 
be certain that we should obey Him. 
Following His commands brings, to 
God’s child, happiness that no one can 
explain. Would you like to hear about 
a man who lived in the long, long ago, 
who obeyed God’s command? 

The man’s name was Philip. We do 
not know if he was having hissmorning 
prayers when God spoke to him, or if, 
perhaps, he was doing his morning’s 
work. But suddenly God’s angel spoke 
to him: “Get up and start down the 
road that goes to Gaza which is in the 
desert.” Such a strange command! No 
reason was given. Philip could have 
said, “What do You want me to do?” 
or, “Why am I to go? Couldn’t someone 
else’ go?” But Philip never asked -one 
single question. He simply obeyed. He 
got up and went! 

Apparently Philip walked. (There 
were’ no cars or buses or trains or air- 
planes in those days, remember.) I 
suppose he kept wondering, as he went, 
just why God had sent him down this 
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How Long Will 
Your Memory Live? 
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Those who remember 
The Salvation Army 
in their Wills 

have a perpetual 
Memorial. They 

rest from their 

labors and their 
works do follow them. 


Lift Up The World’s Heart 


Your bequest to The Salvation Army can 
be world-wide in its influence because the 
work of this great organization is world- 
wide. Now as never before the world hun- 
gers for unity, for racial understanding, for 
peace on earth and good will among men. 
Your bequest will help bring this about. 


Valuable Booklet Free 


Send toda Brochure descri 

the Ssork of The Selection Ares —_ 
giving full rs on to 
seers bo tt: wor and to make a suc- 
ces. Will. Any legacy is an allowable 

ction in computing Federal estate 
taxes and ently saves much or all 
of its amount, Get the facts. Write today. 


THE SALVATION 


Extension Dept. ST-18 
719 North State Street Chicago 10, Illinois 





ARMY 








American 
Scripture Gift Mission 


Publishers of the Word of God in attractive 

form for young and old, far and near. 

“Train up a child in the 

way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will 

not depart from it.”— 
Proverbs 22:6, 


Supplying the “Sword 
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sandy road. What was he to do? Why 
was he going? 

As he walked he saw a colored man 
(from Ethiopia) sitting in a chasiot 
reading. Philip did not know, of course, 
that he was the treasurer of the queen 
of Ethiopia. Perhaps he had stopped his 
chariot to let his horses rest. Or per- 
haps it was time for lunch. Maybe he 
had come’to a watering place for his 
horses. Anyway, the Ethiopian was 
sitting in his chariot and reading. 
Amazingly enough, he was reading part 
of the Book of Isaiah. The Ethiopian 
man had been worshiping God in Jeru- 
salem and now, on his way home, he 
was reading God’s message as Isaiah had 
written it. 

Philip saw the chariot. He saw the 
man. Then he heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, “Go and get into that 
chariot.” And Philip went. He did 
not take his time, either. The Bible 
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tells us he ran! He obeyed God without 
questioning. As he approached the 
chariot he could hear the Ethiopian 
reading aloud, “He was led as a sheep to 
the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb 
before his shearer, so opened he not his 
mouth.” 

Philip called up to the Ethiopian, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” 

“How can I, except some man should 
guide me?” the Ethiopian asked. Then 
he invited Philip to climb up into the 
chariot and sit with him. Philip was 
glad to do that, you may be sure! 

“Please tell me,” the Ethiopian began, 
“of whom is the prophet writing?” He 
realized, of course, that Isaiah had writ- 
ten these words many hundreds of years 
before. Who was it, he wanted to know, 
that was taken “as a sheep to the 
slaughter, opening not his mouth.” Was 


it he, himself, Isaiah, or was he speak- ° 


ing of some other man? These were 
the questions that the Ethiopian asked 
Philip. He had been, you remembei, 
worshiping God in Jerusalem. Perhaps 
he had heard some of the disciples tell- 
ing of the Saviour who had come, who 
had died, who had risen again. So the 
Ethiopian treasurer was full of ques- 
tions. 

“Then Philip opened his mouth,” the 
Bible tells us, “and began at the same 
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” 
The man listened to every word of 
Philip’s. He knew in his heart that 
Philip was giving him God's message. 
How he listened! It was as they rode along 
together that they came to some water. 
“Here is water,” the Ethiopian ex- 
claimed. “What keeps me from being 
baptized?” 

Philip answered, “If you believe with 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 67) 

1. At Derbe or Lystra (Acts 16:1, 2). 

2. His father was a Greek and his 
mother a Jewess, 

3. Ephesus (1 Tim, 1:3). 

4. Asceticism — probably of Jewish 
sects (1 Tim, 4:1-5). 

5. Spirftual exercise for the develop- 
ment of godliness (v. 7). 

6. As a meahs of keeping the body fit 
as a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
6:19) and the instrument of the service 
of God. 

7. The same sense in which He is 
called “the Saviour of the world” (1 John 
4:14. See also 1 Tim..2:3, 4 and 1 John 
2:2). 

8. An exemplary life (v. 12). 

9. Paul’s (2 Tim. 1:6) and those of the 
presbytery (1 Tim. 4:14). 

10. By the ministry of teaching (2 
Tim, 2:2). 

ELMHUvBST, ILL, 
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all your heart, you may.” 

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God,” declared the Ethiopian. So he 
was baptized. And “he went on his way 
rejoicing.” And I guess you must know 
that Philip, too, was a mighty happy 
man. He had obeyed God’s command. 

MILLERSVILLE, PA, 
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Children at Home 


Sammy Finds Out 
By Hope Morris Noel 


AMMY SANDYTAIL rested his little 

furry chin in one paw and thought- 
fully rubbed the three wee freckles 
across his pink nose with the other paw. 
He could hear all his friends splashing 
and having a merry time down at the 
Bubbly Brook. Usually he joined in the 
fun and had the merriest time of all. 
But not today. He was thinking about 
his tail again. 

Now it was a perfectly good tail— 
nice, round, and very fuzzy. But in- 
stead of being white like a snowball, it 
was exactly the color of the pale golden 
sand along the Roaring River where the 
beaver family lived. That was the rea- 
son he was named Sammy Sandytail. 

Nobody minded the tail at all—no- 
body, that is, but Sammy himself. Oh, 
sometimes the other little rabbits teased 
him about his tail and the three wee 
freckles that danced across his pink 
nose, but it was all in fun. Still, Sammy 
was dissatisfied. He thought if he could 
have a white tail like the other rabbits 
he would be the happiest one in the 
whole Great Forest. He began to wish 
as hard as he could that the Good Fairy 
would make his wish come true. 

Just then Uncle Jason Jackrabbit came 
hobbling up the path. He was quite old 
and very wise. 

“Well, well, Sammy Sandytail, and 
what are you doing sitting on a stump 
this fine day? Do you need a dose of 
my fennel tea again?” . 

“Oh, no, Uncle Jason,” Sammy hur- 
riedly replied. (He didn’t want any 
more fennel tea, for it was very bitter 
and made his tongue feel as if he had 
been eating green persimmons.) “I’m 
fine. It’s just that I feel so sad because 
my tail isn’t white. I’m waiting for the 
Good Fairy to come and help me.” 


“Well now, maybe I can help you in™ 


case the Good Fairy doesn’t get here 
right away,” smiled Uncle Jason. “Let 
me think a moment.” 

He leaned his chin on his walking 
stick and looked quite solemn. Sammy 
looked hopeful. 

“Have you thought of 
Uncle?” he asked. 

“I do believe I have the answer to 
your problem, Sammy. I’ve been white- 
washing my house under the Wide Oak 


anything, 
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Tree, Let’s see if we can’t fix your tail 
right away.” 

Soon Sammy was swishing his fat, 
round tail in the bucket of whitewash 
—swish, swish. My, but it was the 
whitest tai] in all of Great Forest! For 
good measure he rubbed a bit of white- 
wash across the three golden freckles 
and they vanished just like magic. 

He was so happy! After thanking 
Uncle Jason, he hopped as fast as he 
could go to the Bubbly Brook. The 
other rabbits had finished their splash- 
ing and were playing leapfrog in the 
green meadow beside Bubbly Brook, 

Nobody paid him any attention. 
Sammy gave a great big leap and landed 
smack! in the middle of the game. 

“Don’t you know me with my new 
white tail and my freckles all gone?” 
He danced around so everybody could 
see him. 

Instead of joining in his glee, every 
single bunny stood still as a mouse, just 
Staring. Finally Sara Littletail said: 
“Why, shame on you, Sammy Sandytail. 
How could you do that to that perfectly 
good tail of yours? We liked you dif- 
ferent. You were always jolly and kind 
and fun to be with, and we never 
thought about your taib at all except 
maybe to wish we had one like it, too, 
Now you've ruined it all!” 

To Sammy’s amazement, she gave him 
an angry look and ran off home. All the 
other rabbits scuffed their paws in the 
grass and looked at their pink toes. 
Finally Hiram Largetail said: 

“Please, please, Sammy, get back your 
old tail. We liked you better that way.” 

Sammy looked puzzled. Not only was 
he puzzled at the way his friends were 
acting but puzzled at his own feelings, 
too. He was beginning to feel strange. 
And you know there is nothing more 
puzzling than feeling strange with one’s 
own self. He glanced back at his tail 
and saw that it was already beginning 
to look very dirty. He ran to the brook 
and sat down in the water, wiggling 
his tail to and fro. How nice and cool 
the water felt! : 

While his playmates hopped around 
and watched, he washed off every single 
bit of the whitewash. He even washed 
his face, too. How his tail glistened in 
the sunlight! His three wee freckles 
shone like brand new pennies. All the 
rabbits shouted: “Hooray! Sammy 
Sandytail is back again.” 

Sammy strutted proudly up fggm the 
brook. He held his lovely sandy-col- 
ored tail straight and erect. He had 
never felt so good in all his life. It was 
so nice to be himself again! 

GREENEVILLE, TENN, 
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Pride goeth before destruction, and 
an haughty spirit before a fall. Better 
it is to be of an humble spirit with the 
lowly, than to divide the spoil with the 
proud.—Prov. 16:18, 19. 
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1958 Scripture Art Calendar 


CRIPTURE Art Calendars, with 

which many readers of THe SuNDAY 
ScnHoot Trmes are familiar, are once 
again ready for mailing. The 1958 edi- 
tion, like those of earlier years, is a 
wall calendar measuring 10 by 16 inches. 
On*the cover is a 9x13 inch full-color 
reproduction of Woodward’s famous 
painting, “Jesus at Prayer.” Each of 
the twelve inside pages, in addition to 
the calendar for one month in large 
easy-to-read numerals, shows an 8%x4% 
inch full-color reproduction of some 
well-known painting depicting an inci- 
dent that will be studied in the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday School Les- 
sons for that particular month. Such 
subjects as “Paul and Silas in Jail,” by 
Thumann; “The Lord’s Supper,” by »Ru- 
land; “Moses and the Burning Bush,” 
by Castelli; “Christ in Gethsemane,” by 
Hofmann; “Jesus Baptized,” by Stem- 
ler; “Jairus’ Daughter Restored to Life,” 
by Hofmann, and the like are included. 
In addition to the large calendar block 
for the current month, small blocks 
showing’ the preceding and following 
months are also shown, 

The International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson titles are given for each 
Sunday, with the proper Scripture ref- 
erences, a devotional reading reference, 
and a memory selection for the week. 
The text of a Scripture verse for each 
weekday is printed in full, and, in addi- 
tion, Scripture references are printed 
for daily Bible readings for the entire 
month, following the selections of the 
American Bible Society. The moon's 
phases are shown in red and Sundays 
and holidays in each month are indi- 
cated in red. 

These Scripture Art Calendars are at- 
tractive and useful in any Christian 
home, and many readers have used them 
as well for inexpensive gifts for friends, 
for members of Sunday school elasses, 
and the like. Sunday school teachers 
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like them for their convenient remind- 
ers of coming Sunday school lessons, 
and teachers of children, and of older 
classes as well, have often used the fine 
color reproductions of paintings of Bible 
scenes for framing and displaying in 
classrooms as an aid to teaching. 
Scripture Art Calendars are moder- 
ately priced. They may be had for 35 
cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 25 for 
$7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. Prices for 
larger quantities may be had upon re- 
quest. Please ask for the 1958 Scripture 
Art Calendar, and mail your order with 
your name and address and remittance 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Miracles of Our Lord. By John 
Laidiaw, D.D. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3:50.) A de- 
lightfully refreshing treatment of ‘the 
miracles of our Lord is here presented. 
The reader is spared lengthy debate, 
since only that exposition which seems 
most logical to the author is given. 
Some will find this unsatisfactory, For 
example, in the treatment of the wed- 
ding wine, the position held is that no 
distinction is to be drawn which would 
differentiate it from the usual intoxi- 
cating wine. However, most of the con- 
clusions drawn will be approved by 
sound Biblical scholarship. Interesting 
but little-known information, ‘such as 
the distinction between Hebrew lep- 
rosy and modern leprosy, is given. 
Searching spiritual applications are 
drawn from each miracle. For exam- 
ple, in comparing sin with leprosy, Dr. 
Laidlaw comments, “Sin, like leprosy, 
is hideous in the sight of all pure be- 
ings. It covers the soul, as that covers 
the whole body with a universal taint 
of impurity. It is incurable by any or- 
dinary human appliances. It separates 
from the camp of God’s Israel, because 
it cuts off from the fellowship of God.” 
Thus, instruction and inspiration are 
interwoven to challenge the reader’s 
heart. 


Mission Fields Today. Edited by A. J. 
Dain. (Inter-Varsity Press, Chicago 10; 
$1.) Written primarily for Christian 
young people who want to know the 
spiritual and religious conditions in all 
parts of the world, this little book will 
have a strong appeal to an even larger 
audience. Any intelligent, Christian, 
seeking to familiarize himself with the 
progresss of the Gospel (and of its 
enemies) will find helpful information 
in this brief world survey. Morover, 
* because the material is presented with 
a missionary passion, the reader will 
encounter that which increases his 
prayer burden, and stimulates him to 
find his own place in the unfinished 
task of the Church of Christ. 

The editor begins his work by giv- 
ing a frank appraisal of the home base, 
and he does not hesitate to point out 
the weaknesses that have limited the 
missionary advance. In the succeeding 


chapters, Mr. Dain gives careful consid- 
eration to the various mission fields, 
describing the victories and defeats of 
the missionary enterprise in each one, 
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and pointing up the current needs of 
the area. At the end of each section, 
a statistical table, based largely on the 
1952 edition of the “World Christian 
Handbook,” is appended. 

Mr. Dain’s treatment is purposely 
brief, and thjs is obviously both a 
strength and a weakness. By his brev- 
ity, he makes valuable information 
available to many who would perhaps 
not seek it in Thiessen’s “A Survey of 
World Missions,” or the “World Chris- 
tian Handbook,” which offer more de- 
tailed presentations of these matters. 
At the same time, it is inevitable that, 
because of limitations of space, some of 
the judgments of this little book must 
seem a bit superficial (for example, the 
explanation of the influence of Pente- 
costalism in Latin America on page 108 
is ¢ertainly oversimplified). Neverthe- 
less, the editor has shown an amazing 
insight into the present-day situation 
on the mission fields of the world, and 
this book can be highly commended to 
all Christians. 


Co-operation Without Compromise. A 
History of the National Association of 
Evangelicals. By James DeForest Murch, 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) Church history 
is a neglected but very profitable field 
of study. Especially is this true of his- 
tory in the making as we have in this 
volume. Dr. Murch begins by tracing 
different efforts of co-operation among 
Protestants. He also traces for us the 
great apostasy of the first half of the 
present century, culminating in the de- 
cline of church attendance and spiritual 
power. He gives us the early history of 
the Federal Council of Churches, which 
has been merged into the National 
Council of Churches. As time went on, 
it became more and more evident that 
the evangelicals of the country must 
have some means of united action on a 
co-operative basis. In April, 1942, sev- 
eral Christian leaders met in St. Louis 
and began to work out a formula for 
united evangelical action. In May of 
1943, a thousand believing Protestants 
began to converge upon Chicago, and 
there a constitution was formed in a 
careful and _  statesmanlike manner. 
There are several thrilling stories in 
this volume. One is how evangelical 
broadcasting was rescued. Another is 
the part that the National Association 
of Evangelicals had in this country’s 
withdrawal of her envoy to the Vatican. 
Dr. Murch has been criticised for giving 
this history because he has been so 
closely associated with the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals. We believe, 
however, that he is the very one to 
trace this much needed account of this 
worth-while movement. The Christian 
forces of our country need to know the 
history of the N.A.E. World chaos 
shows that spiritual isolation of be- 
lievers is a sin against God and Chris- 
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tian brethren. To fail to join hands 
with all believers for the completion of 
the common task of world evangelism 
could only increase the terrible cost in 
property and lives which might be paid 
as world forces would strike against 
God and His Church. Evangelical co- 
operation has made amazing progress 
in these short years. There is no ex- 
cuse for discouragement, but, on the 
contrary, every cause for rejoicing and 
optimism. The N.A.E. now claims more 
than 2,000,000 members. There is a 
service constituency through its com-r 
missions and affiliated agencies of more 
than 10,000,000. This volume is thor- 
oughly documented and has a full in- 
dex. Its reading and study should be 
a must for every faithful Christian 
worker. 


Methods of Teaching Religion to Chil- 
dren. By Marjorie E. A. Clark. (The 
Macmillan Co., New York 11; $1.25.) 
What to teach, how to prepare the les- 
son, characteristics of each age group, 
and methods of teaching each group 
effectively are all described in this 
handbook. Although prepared to be 
especially suitable for use in the Epis- 
copal Church, with frequent references 
to the Prayer Book, the vestments, the 
parish house, and the church furniture, 
many of the methods may be adapted 
for teaching small children in any 
group. There is only one reference to 
the fact of sin and its remedy (p. 124), 
concerning the child of seven to eleven, 
“He can very well understand when he 
himself has done what is wrong, and 
experience a very real need of forgive- 
ness. . , . And so soon as a child can 
begin to understand something of its 
meaning, it is time for him to be taught 
about sin and forgiveness and the sac- 
ramental means of grace.” The nearest 
approach to the doctrine or experience 
of the new birth is found on page 154 
concerning the child over eleven: “The 
Prayer Book recommends that the child 
shall be brought to the Bishop to receive 
the gift of the:Holy Spirit-in Confirma- 
tion. For what purpose? Surely it is 
that he may be guided, strengthened, 
and inspired by the Holy Spirit to ful- 
fill the Baptismal promises which he 
renews: to, renounce, to believe, and 
to obey.” 


Make Your Faith Work. By Louis H. 
Evans, (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, «N. J., $2.50.) Dr. Evans, who was 
for many years pastor of the largest 
Presbyterian church in this country, has 
here written an excellent exposition of 
the Epistle of James. That portion of 
the Word, with its forthright statements 
and its searching questions, is focused 
on the life of today by the author of 
this book, and the result is a series of 
nine helpful chapters that come to grips 
with the everyday problems many a 
Christian is facing. Dr. Evans insists 
that, on the basis of the teaching of 
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James, Christians consider such ques- 
tions as, “How Do You Face Life’s 
Trials?” “Is Your Tongue Converted?” 
and “Are You a Soul Winner?” These 
chapter titles are indicative of the per- 
sonal and practical emphasis of the 
book, and the careful reader will be 
compelled to do some thinking about 
the outworking of his own relationship 
to the Lord. 


The author’s style is terse and direct, 
as befits his subject matter, and his gift 
for apt illustration is often in evidence. 
Each chapter is prefaced by an extended 
quotation from Phillips’ “Letters to 
Young Churches,” and Dr. Evans bases 
a number of the points he stresses on 
phrases from this translation. The dis- 
cussion of the Christian attitude toward 
pain and sickness is especially helpful. 
He climaxes it by writing, “Some day, 
in a glorious’ resurrection, the perfect 
body shall be joined to the perfect soul. 
Until then, let us wear our bodies like 
a loose garment, never allowing them 
to constrict our souls” (p. 143). 


What we have here is no verse-by- 
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verse commentary on James, but rather 
a careful presentation of certain of the 
major truths of the Epistle in the con- 
text of the life of today. 


Sermons from Job. By Clovis G. 
Chappell, (Abingdon Press, Nashville 2, 
Tenn., $2.) This is a delightful little 
volume for those who like anecdotes, 
witty phraseology, and outlines that are 
easy to remember. This is not essen- 
tially a study of Job, although the author 
never entirely gets away from the book; 
it is a study growing out of a life rich 
in Christian experience which sees its 
own analogies in Job. The author ex- 
pounds, when there is occasion to do 
so, Christian doctrine. But sometimes 
the exposition is so general that one 
cannot be sure. The fifteen texts that 
are bases for the sermons herein in- 
cluded are not expounded with an eye 
to setting forth the teaching of the book 
as a whole. These then are the strength 
and the weakness of the book. Since 
each one of us has Joblike experiences, 
many of these insights will gird us for 
the day of trial. 


Study Thirteen at Westmore. By Ed- 
ward O. England. (Victory Press, Clap- 
hara Crescent, London S.W. 4, Eng., 5/6 
postpaid.) Jack Brown had no faith in 
the popular superstition about the num- 
ber thirteen; but when Gerald Bracken 
was placed in his room, number thir- 
teen, his troubles began. According to 
British schoolboy slang, Gerald was 
“wonky” or temperamental; and there 
was a continuous feud between him and 
his three roommates. How Jack be- 
comes a Christian through a terrifying 
experience and the faithful witnessing 
of his twin brother, Derek, and Gerald's 
emergence as a hero are recounted in 
a fashion geared to please ten- to four- 
teen-year-old boys. 


Translations of the Five 
Martyrs’ Story 


N INTERNATIONAL J translation 

program for the book, “Through 
Gates of Splendor,” has been announced 
by the Auca Missionary Foundation. 
This nonprofit foundation was estab- 
lished by the widows of the five Amer- 
ican missionaries who lost their lives 
on January 8, 1956, while trying to take 
the Gospel to the Auca Indians in east- 
ern Ecuador. All royalties from the 
book,. which was written by one of the 
widows, Elisabeth Elliot, are channeled 
into missionary projects. 

Publishing houses in six overseas 
countries are preparing translations of 
the book. These are Finland, Germany, 
Holland, Japan, Norway, and Sweden. 
In addition a reprint of the Harper & 
Brothers’ edition has already appeared 
in Great Britain, with a first printing 
there of 25,000 copies. In the United 
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States, bookstore and book club editions 
total 125,000 with another printing on 
order. 

Sam Saint is secretary and treasurer 
of the Auca Missionary Foundation and 
the address is P.O. Box 222, Wyckoff, N. J. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 9 


1. God Plans the World 
(Gen. 1:1, 2, 26, 27, 31; Psa. 8:1, 3-9) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

6¢7PXHINKING God’s Thoughts” is the 

over-all theme for three topics 
dealing with Creation, Man’s Fall, and 
Redemption, to which our thoughts will 
be directed this week and in the two 
that follow. The natural man is not 
prone to think God’s thoughts, as we 
learn from 1 Corinthians 2:14. Even 
when born again, man finds that God's 
thoughts are infinitely above and be- 
yond His thoughts (Isa. 55:8, 9). Never- 
theless, we are urged to have ‘the mind 
of Christ (Phil. 2:5), and we are prom- 
ised that if our mind, or thoughts, are 
stayed on the Lord, and we trust in 
Him, we shall be kept in perfect peace 
(Isa, 26:3). we ; 


In order to think God’s thoughts after 
Him, we are dependent upon God’s 
Word. Man can only know God's 
thoughts as they are revealed to him. 
With all our own seeking we cannot 
find out God or discern His thoughts 
(Job 11:7). The Bible alone, as illu- 
mined by His Holy Spirit, tells us all 
that we know about God’s person and 
His thoughts. Hence the importance 
of regarding the Scriptures as the in- 
spired Word of God: Any disposition to 
think of the Bible less than the inspired 
Word of God interferes with thinking 
God’s thoughts after Him. 

ge ’ 

The Book of Genesis, from which 
some of the verses chosen for our Scrip- 
ture lesson this week were taken, tell 
us plainly that God designed and made 
the world and all that is in it, including 
man. It did not “just happen” by 
chance, or develop by natural processes, 
as the evolutionists would have us be- 
lieve. To say that it all happened by 
chance is as preposterous, as has well 
been said, as to claim to get a Gettys- 
burg Address by stirring together a 
million’ macaroni letters in a bowl of 
soup. ge 


God, not only in the person of Christ 
created all things, but all things by His 
power “consist” [hang together] (Col. 
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1:15-17). We are just beginning to 
learn something of the tremendous 
force God has placed within the atom 
by which the nucleus is held together. 
Some have described this force as “the 
basic mystery of the universe.” Christ 
is the source of this power and He main- 
tains it. 

ve 

What is more, the record that God has 

given us in His Word tells us that He 
made man in His own “image” or like- 
ness (Gen. 1:26, 27), in that He made 
man a trinity, with reason, free will, self- 
consciousness, moral power, and with 
the capacity of attaining holiness. Some 
of these powers have been defiled and 
weakened, as we shall see next week, 
through man’s sin. But, as originally 
created, man was good and perfect 
(Gen. 1:31). 

we 

Psalm 8, from which the second por- 

tion of our Scripture verses for this 
week has been chosen, confirms the fact 
that God’s creative powers extend be- 
yond the realms of this world and our 
universe to the farthest reaches of the 
heavens. Compared to the staggering 
distances of space and the gigantic, 
blazing stars that whirl through it, man 
seems but an insignificant speck. Yet 
God has created him to be only a little 
lower than the angels, and has crowned 
him with glory and power and has 
deigned to visit man and fellowship 
with him. : 

Se 


God has also revealed in His Word 


His purpose in creating man and plac- 
ing him here in this world. He was 
to replenish or repeople the earth, to 
subdue it, and to have dominion over 
every living thing on the earth (Gen. 
1:28). And the record, as continued in 
Genesis 2, shows God’s love and tender 
care for the man and his helpmate He 
had created. 
v4 

In God's other great record book, the 
natural world, man may see God’s in- 
finite skill and majesty, His marvelous 
precision, and His mighty power (Rom. 
1:19, 20)» But only His revealed and 
written Word tells us of His holiness 
and perfection, and of His love for man 
that prompted Him to give the most 
precious thing He had, His own Son, 
for man’s redemption. The sad part of 
it all is that man, having this natural 
record that proclaimed God as the Cre- 
ator, nevertheless did not worship Him 
as such, but bowed down to images of 
wood and clay and stone made by his 
own hands (Rom. 1:19-23). And even 


when given the written Word and the 
evidence brought in the person of God’s 
own Son sent to reveal God, many have 
turned away and refused to receive Him 
(John 1:10, 11), and even today, some 
call His Word a book of fables and 
tribal folklore. 


What place do you give God’s revealed 
Word in your life? Do you believe it, 
and honor it, and love it, and read it 
as God’s love message to you? Do you 
find in it not only His record of His 
plans for the world, but also His reve- 
lation of His plans for your life? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 3 to 9 


Mon., Feb. 3.—Acts 4:1-4. 
Teaching Under Persecution. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Many of them 
which heard the word believed; and the 
number of the men was about five thou- 
sand.” Our Lord’s greatest ministry 
was at the time of His greatest persecu- 
tion. Ignorance, pride, false zeal, and 
hatred of God, of Christ, and of the 
Gospel will give all who follow Christ 
the experience of persecution. Natural 
men, who receive not the truth of God’s 
love, will oppose and persecute spiritual 
people. Nevertheless, however men 
may oppose the Gospel, i#t is sure to 
triumph under the work of those who 
fulfill God’s good-will. Men can do 
nothing against the truth. It continues 
to advance where the heralds of it are 
careful to glorify God by patience, pity, 
and prayer. Pray for God’s suffering 
saints in Occupied China. 


Tues., Feb. 4.—Acts 8:26-35. 
Teaching as There Is Opportunity. 


PraYER SuccEsTions: “The angel of the 
Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, 
and go toward the south unto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto 
Gaza, which is desert.” God directed 
Philip into an astonishing ministry to 
a distant people. The spread of Christ’s 
Gospel is Heaven’s greatest concern, All 
who gladly obey the voice of the Lord 
in promoting it are certain to have great 
blessing. Pray that thousands of new 
Christians may begin to pray daily for 
God’s missionaries. 

Wed., Feb. 5.—Acts 5:1-10. 
Teaching Honesty. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lied . . . unto 
God.” God dealt a divine and deadly 
blow upon the cheating of Ananias and 
Sapphira in the matter of their benevo- 
lence. Those who have experienced 
God’s displeasure at dishonesty are in- 
structed by it to be clear of this great 
sin. God calls upon every one of His 
people to live a “peaceable life-in all 
godliness and honesty” (1 Tim. 2:2). 
“Now I pray to God that ye do no evil 
. , , but that ye should do that which 
is honest” (2 Cor. 13:7). Honesty is one 
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of God’s grand and glorious pathways. 
Do you “provide things honest in the 
sight of all men”? (Rom. 12:17.) Pray 
that your manner of life may be “honest 
among the Gentiles” (1 Pet, 2:12). 
Thurs., Feb. 6.—1 Tim. 4:6-16. 
Timothy as a Teacher. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take heed unto 
thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue 
in them: for in doing this thou shalt 


‘both save thyself, and them that hear 


thee.” Godly instruction by godly peo- 
ple will always have God's blessing. 
A good life on Gospel terms and good 
doctrines of God go together in God’s 
holy scheme of evangelization and 
Christian edification. It is the godly 
life that commends best the truth: of 
Christ imparted by oral instruction, All 
God’s people ought to be teachers of 
God’s truth to others (Heb. 5:12). Pray 
for grace and wisdom for your teaching 
responsibility. 


Fri., Feb. 7.—2 Tim. 2:1-7. 
The Need for Teachers. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The things that 
thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also.” Teachers of God's truth 
out of His Holy Word are the church’s 
greatest necessity. Spurgeon called 
“Sunday School Teacher” a major de- 
gree. Parents and all Christians are 
needed more than ever to teach the Bib- 
lical way of life. Pray that you might 
have opportunities to instruct othtrs in 
the Word. 


Sat., Feb. 8.—2 Tim. 3:10-17. 
The Value of the Scriptures. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The holy scrip- 
tures . . . are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith ... in Jesus 
Christ.” People are saved by grace 
through faith in God’s Word. It reveals 
the Saviour in whom only is salvation. 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” It is not what we 
say about the Word but what the Word 
itself says that leads a soul to Christ, 
The seed is the Word. Pray that you 
may live more in the Word so that you 
may be more blessed in presenting it 
to others (Psa. 1). 


Sun., Feb. 9.—Psa. 119:33-48. 


The Word of Truth.,. 
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The word “of 
truth.” The Word of God is truth 
(John 17:17). Through Christ we 
have more than the prophets and 
psalmists had; we have the knowl- 
edge of the truth of salvation, full, 
free, perfect, and eternal. He is the 
way, the truth, and the life. Every- 
one therefore “that is of the truth 
heareth” His Word. Do you love His 
truth? Do you obey it? Pray for 
more pleasure in reading and medi- 
tating on the Scriptures. 













